


Letter from the President/CEO Monty Veazey

Board of Directors

Corporate Sponsors

Large Hospital of the Year

Small Hospital of the Year

Annual Conference Highlights

General P.O. Box 1572, Tifton, Georgia 31793
Phone (229) 386-8660  Fax (229) 386-8662



Our job as an Alliance is to make sure our leaders understand the very real challenges we all face and
to remind them that the decisions they make with regard to healthcare policy have very real consequences.

Thanks to your support, active engagement and the heroic work you do in the communities you serve,
we continue to achieve that goal. 

The 2017 legislative session was a good one for our hospitals.  

One of the very first actions taken by legislative leaders was the renewal of the provider fee and they 
also made changes to the rural hospital tax credit to encourage greater participation.also made changes to the rural hospital tax credit to encourage greater participation. We faced what has
become an annual assault on Georgia’s Certificate of Need, laws were once again
successful in our efforts to stop that legislation.

Since the legislature adjourned, we have presented to special committees of both the House and Senate
about the many challenges facing rural hospitals and talked with them about the distance to care, the cost 
of insurance or lack of coverage altogether and the horrifying opioid epidemic are impacting the lives of 
Georgians throughout our state.And we have made it very clear that now is not the time to make changes 
to Certificate of Need laws, take away existing tax exemptions, or end the disproportionate share program.  to Certificate of Need laws, take away existing tax exemptions, or end the disproportionate share program.  

I wish I could tell you that there is a clear path ahead for any of the issues mentioned - or even that these 
are the only challenges we will continue to face, but that wouldn’t be true.  

What I can tell you, though, is that I have great faith in the power of hospitals and the commitment of 
everyone in this room to keep fighting the good fight and more importantly, to keep delivering the 
high-quality care all Georgians deserve.

Monty M. Veazey
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Navicent Health has been the heartbeat of its community for over 120 years. While it has remained true to
its mission of providing quality care, it has also continually worked to evolve how that care is delivered
and to build a culture of health. Their approach to health and wellness is perfectly defined by this statement
in their submission for this award: “we have gone from fixing what is wrong to helping people stay well.”
And for that, they should be commended. 

Rather than just treating patients with issues such as cardiovascular disease and COPD, they have done a
deep dive to understand why certain populations were sudeep dive to understand why certain populations were suffering more than others and designed and
implemented programs to address identified disparities. Rather than accepting the fact that socioeconomic
factors such as income, education and employment can be obstacles to health, they are doing something
about it through the creation of a new MedLaw Program in partnership with Georgia Legal Services and
Mercer University.  This program assists patients and their families with non-medical issues such as
housing, public benefits and education that are directly impacting their health.  

We are proud to recognize Navicent because they are showing us all how with a creative approach and an
unwavering commitment to success, we can make an even greater diunwavering commitment to success, we can make an even greater difference.

Northside Cherokee opened its doors on a much-needed new facility five months ago after 12 years of 
planning an expansion that would effectively meet the evolving needs of a growing population.  Every
decision they made- from the services provided, to the interior design and artwork featured throughout
the hospital reflects their commitment to their patients, employees and community, all of whom were
invited to participate in the celebration of the new facility through a series of events this spring. 

The hospital provides nationally recognized, high quality services to the citizens of Cherokee County
including a dedicatedincluding a dedicated Women’s Center, Advanced Primary Stroke Center, and 24-hour adult and pediatric
emergency care. And they go the extra mile to promote health and support their community through
programs such as Junior Health Advocates, which connects medical professionals to grades pre-K
through 8, and the Cherokee County Schools Work Based Learning Program Youth Apprenticeship.

They are a true example of a hospital meeting the needs of both their patients and their community and
we are proud to recognize them for their success.

Navicent Health

Northside Cherokee



Don McKenna is a true leader who, through his spirit, vision and leadership skills, has transformed the 
culture and brought financial stability to the hospital he leads - allowing it to launch its first residency 
program and save two struggling rural hospitals while continually improving both patient and colleague
satisfaction ratings.

The system he leads, which is now comprised of three hospitals that employ over 2,100 people, also
includes home health care services, hospice services, and a retirement community with a waiting list
for each of its service lines. for each of its service lines.  With his leadership, the system’s physician medical group has grown from
one to 16 practices and includes may new physicians that have been recruited to the area. 

To know why he is CEO of the year, you only need to read the testimonials that came with his nomination
- to quote a few:

“He has improved the health of this community, inspired countless staff, senior leadership and the newly
minted residents to excel, guided the hospital system brilliantly through the economic recession and these
turbulent health care reform years, and maximized the talents of those around him…” 

“He is a visionary in his strategic role, always looking at the next mile.  He is compassionate, very driven“He is a visionary in his strategic role, always looking at the next mile.  He is compassionate, very driven
and completely dedicated to the mission.  He leads by example and has high standards for himself and 
others...”

Or simply - “I know no one more deserving of this award.”

Congratulations to the CEO of the Year, Don McKenna of St. Mary’s Athens. 

Don McKenna, St. Mary’s Healthcare System



In today’s political environment, anything can happen.  Which is why, for regulated industries like ours,
 it is so very critical to have a champion who understands your issues and more importantly, the impact
that bad decisions could have on Georgia families and communities.

 

We are fortunate that Lt. Governor Casey Cagle has been a champion of Georgia’s not-for-profit hospitals,
both as a member of the State Senate and as our state’s Lieutenant Governor for the last 11 years.  He
understands that our industry is facing challenges on numerous fronts, which is why he called for theunderstands that our industry is facing challenges on numerous fronts, which is why he called for the
creation of a Health Care Reform Task force that is studying ways to increase access to care, stabilize the
insurance market, reduce costs, and address the growing opioid crisis. 

 

He understands that for Georgia’s economy and quality of life to remain strong, our hospitals must not
only survive, but thrive and he believes that all Georgians should have access to high quality care they can
actually afford. 

  

We are honored to recognize Casey Cagle as the 2017 Legislator of the Year.

Lt. Governor Casey Cagle
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